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NGRT Digital Test Guidance and information for teachers

NGRYT Digital

All students require headphones to access this test.

Introduction

The New Group Reading Test (NGRT) was published in a paper edition in September
2010. It comprised four levels of tests with equivalent forms for students from age six to 16.

This digital edition departs in two significant ways from the paper test on which it is based:

1. itis adaptive;
2. it comprises three equivalent forms (A, B and C) which may be administered to
students across the age range seven to 16.

Results from trialling the digital test with children in Year 1 demonstrated that the method of
answering the questions was a barrier to such young children and their performance was
significantly lower when tested with the digital edition rather than the paper edition. NGRT
Digital, therefore is suitable for the following year groups:

NGRT Digital Year Group
Form England and Wales Scotland Northern Ireland
A Years 2-11 P3-S5 P3-Year 12
B Years 2-11 P3-S5 P3-Year 12
C Years 2—-11 P3-S5 P3-Year 12

When to test

We recommend administering NGRT Digital three times a year: once in each term. This will
allow the most effective monitoring of reading progress.

Another possible way of using NGRT Digital would be to screen all students in the first
term of the year. This screening can identify weaker readers for whom an intervention can
be put in place. The intervention group can be screened again in the second term, and all
students again in the third term.

The recent addition of a third digital form does not in any way hinder schools who may be
used to using NGRT Digital once a year or twice a year - it can still be used in the same
way.
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Adaptive testing with NGRT

The NGRT digital edition comprises the unaltered content of the paper tests. However,
this is presented in a way that allows students’ reading to be tested according to their
performance as they are taking the test rather than by age or year group. An analysis of
the difficulty of all questions in the paper tests has been carried out in order to create the
adaptive, digital test.

Like the paper edition, NGRT Digital comprises three sections: phonics, sentence
completion and passage comprehension. However, the digital test is adaptive and each
student’s performance is assessed as they complete the test and the questions adapted
to be in line with the ability they demonstrate. This is a benefit, particularly to students
with weak skills — they can be tested with material at a lower level than that determined by
age — and for students with high level skills as they can be tested with material that better
reflects their ability.

Students enter the test according to their age. All start with the sentence completion
section. Depending on the score from this part of the test, they will be moved on to the
passage comprehension section or be given the phonics tasks. Those who complete the
phonics tasks will not be presented with the passage comprehension. Testing time will be
approximately 30 minutes. However, please note that as NGRT Digital is adaptive the
time taken to test each student will vary, so some will finish before others.

The sequence of questions in the sentence completion section is based on the probability
of a student answering a question correctly based on those questions answered correctly
on the basal set (which is determined by age). This will make testing shorter and,
importantly, place the child at an appropriate level for the hardest part of the test, the
reading comprehension.

Most students will complete the sentence completion section followed by the
comprehension section and read and answer questions on one, two or three passages at
the appropriate level of difficulty. If students perform poorly on the sentence completion
section they will complete the phonics section and will not be administered any
comprehension passages.

Each form of the digital test should be considered as a single test with several parts:

»  Sentence completion (a bank comprising all questions across all levels)

*  Phonics section (the full content from Test 1)

* Reading comprehension — passage by passage rather than grouped by level as
students will be directed to an appropriate initial passage on the basis of performance
on sentence completion. Generally, this should be a secure basis for selecting the
next part of the test but some students’ skills may be stronger or weaker in sentence
completion than in passage comprehension so the program will adjust to performance
on the initial passage too.

So:

+ All students will start the test with sentence completion

»  The program will determine the first question based on date of birth

» Each student will progress through the test according to performance

»  Students with very low scores will move to the phonics section

»  Students will be presented with one, two or three passages; this will shorten test time
and is possible because the level of passage will be suited to the individual on the
basis of their sentence completion score.
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Administering the test

Note: The test administrator will need to read through the following instructions well in
advance of the test session.

Prior to testing
It is strongly advised that you go to:

https://support.gl-assessment.co.uk/testwise/gettingstarted

Administration

The test must be administered in a formal test environment with students made aware that
they are taking a test and that the usual expectations of behaviour and constraints of a test
session will be in place.

Each student will need either their own personal computer with a mouse, or a tablet,
along with a high quality set of headphones. You are advised to check that headphones
are working and that sound levels are appropriate before logging on to Testwise.

All administration instructions are incorporated into the test program but please introduce
the test session and check that students understand the instructions and the method of
answering by walking around the room as they work through these parts of the test.

When students are settled, explain that they are going to take a test that will show how well
they can read and understand what they have read. Students must work in silence but if
they have a query they should raise their hand and wait for the teacher to approach them.
Answer any questions at this stage and explain that you cannot help with any of the test
questions.

Reassurance

Further explain that the test starts with some practice questions to get them used to the
real questions and that all instructions are given by audio. NGRT is not a timed test so
students should work through the questions at their own pace.

Sentence completion — example question

All students will start the test with the sentence completion section and see the following
example question.

The voice over will explain that the students have to click on the word (from a choice of
five) that they think best completes the sentence.

Once the students have clicked on ‘Next’ they cannot return to the previous
question.

In the practice section students will receive feedback telling them whether they have
answered correctly or incorrectly. This will not be a feature of the test, however.

Copyright © 2021 GL Assessment Limited Page 3 of 18


https://support.gl-assessment.co.uk/testwise/gettingstarted

NGRYT Digital Test Guidance and information for teachers %‘ N G RT
®

NGRT

You are going to answer some questions so that you can show how well you can read. Look at the sentence below. You have to choose the word that best fits the
gap in the sentence.

The bit the man.

I'he correct word is 'dog’. The dog bil the man, Chck on it now.

Next

Because the digital version of NGRT is adaptive, each student will see a different set of
test questions. Performance on the sentence completion section will determine which part
of the test will be administered next.

Phonics section — example questions
This section of the test is in four parts and each part has a single example question with
feedback.

Initial letter items
These questions are supported by a picture and the student is asked to identify the first
letter of the word illustrated (the audio provides the word).

NGRT

[ -99

Next &
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‘Sounds like’ items

Again, supported by a picture and by audio, the student is asked to select the word that
sounds like the item illustrated.

NGRT

start

drown

skirt

short

drink

Final letter sound items

Students are presented with the first part of a word and from a selection of digraphs or
trigraphs (two or three letters which together represent a single sound) and three letter
combinations have to complete the word.

NGRT

€ry

end

and

any

Next -
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Initial letter sound items
Students are presented with the final part of a word and a selection of letters from which
they must select one to complete the word.

NGRT

9
r
c —en
P
|
Next -

These four short exercises are aimed at students who are at the very beginning of learning
to read or whose reading is delayed and there is a need to test that they can match letters
to sounds, understand simple rhyme and complete real words by adding final or initial
sounds.

Passage comprehension — example questions

Students will see one, two or three passages (determined by performance on sentence
completion and, as appropriate, the initial passage). A short passage, appropriate to the
demands of the test passage is presented as an example and for practice.

For the easiest passage comprehension, ‘Looking after Missy Mouse’, a short example
passage about looking after a pet mouse replicates the layout of the real test questions
where the story text and questions relating to that part of the story are on the same screen.
Here is an example:

NGRT

Looking after Missy Mouse

+ She ears seeds in the moming. At night she
2aty oats.

+ Make sure her water hottle is always full

Why should you check Missy's bottle?

to check it is big to check it is white to check it is empty to check it is full " to check it is cold
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All other passage comprehension tasks are introduced by a short passage with example
questions which show students how to answer the questions.

In these passages students can navigate through the story text using the scroll bar
and through the questions using the ‘Next’ and ‘Back’ buttons separately so they
can refer to any part of the story at any time to answer any question.

The example section looks like this:

Charlefie and Emma went ko 300 1 aunl Susen. The gira were very inberested In hor sunsoom. |

hadd twn chairs made ot of hambioo Exampie A
The: chalrs wene covered wilh brghily d_2 .Byh thers wes a Eitie cart filked O his
WAIR MRS I pods.

I front of the south window wese a itfle yellow elephant and & mankey made out of wood. Beside the O L

Olher window was a nbDoes ee.

O ter
O wem
O bon

Itha earine of the sun-mam was ananged & coskssunding founkain in & mini st poal

,_Back J Next -

Here is an example from one of the test passages:

Fantastic Food

Wi you are ealing _ 1., e mars oo yois car eit e batisl Bul somo peopls have lsken he
1060 010iQ 1000 10 3 NEW IeYEL HErD 31 S0Me EXTBME EXaMpIes of [ecort-breaking 00 QO o

Questian 3 of 9

Riggest gingerhrad holiso O s

Canyou lmagine boing able I e inside & pudding? Wel, ol 1,408 squars fecl, the
WorkTs _F gingerRima Todse may eunn e Bipger Tan 1 houss! B iaok & m of pesgie in O her
Mirmwesota 3 days & fintsh e fouse. Akrgide Susons of saeets, 1,800 chocolale lans wee
e for raol biot, This cortamly brings 3 new maaning lo the saying, Home, swool home O your

Diggent burger O their

The warkd's DIOGES! DUTer Was made [0 3 es\uan in Amesica. Welghing In ai 60kg - me hurger
was a8 heavy as & person! Ewill nol come a3 a surprise that the burger took & whale 12 Fours ta
ook The T MIDET also has a poice b in mateh is S - you would need §250 n by il

Biggest pancake

v onded ko win s pancake race you need & be abie 10 fip 8 pancake wiilst nening as tast as you can.
That's difficult encugh, but imagine if the pancake were 15 metres wide! That was the size of the
WOrkTs [Arges! pancake, which was cooked in the UK in 1987 You would need the srenqgih of a
Augeerhena justta Mt the pancakis kot slonn Sip it - it wiighed 3 tornes (the weight of theeo elephants).

Biggest cheese

on ings in Akmaar, the & hooraadh dives Katin
Bown. Usually it is full of bundreds of round chieses to sell. One moming the peopis in the marked

wera surprised o find that the wagon could only camy one cheess. The Brgest chesss in the workd
Fiad 1o bé kNed ofl e waJon with machines S0 1l coukd be wesghed on e MarkeTs weighing Scales.
At GO0k it woukd make a fieast for an amy of mice!
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During the test

During the test session, you should walk around periodically to prevent copying and to
ensure that students understand how to answer the test on-screen. Any students showing
signs of difficulties should be given assistance. However, you should give no help at all in
the choosing of answers or explaining text.

Testing time will be approximately 30 minutes. Some students may finish in a shorter time
and should have work to hand so that they remain occupied until the whole group has
completed the test.

At the end of the test all responses will be stored on the Testwise server. Please do not turn
off any computer until the students have clicked on the End Test button and have been
taken back to the page showing that the test has been taken:

NGRT

This is the end of the test. Thank you for answering the questions.

Click on 'End Test' now

End Test

The test environment

As mentioned above students completing NGRT need to be in a quiet room without
interruptions. Enough time should be allocated to allow students to settle, be given
the introduction to the test and complete it. A total of 40 minutes should be sufficient to
introduce and administer the test.

Students should be told that they must work in silence but that if they have a query they
should raise their hand and wait for the teacher to approach them.

While students are completing the test, the teacher should walk round the computer suite
to check that they are progressing appropriately and that they are not having difficulty with
the methods of answering questions.
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Unexpected incidents

If there is a failure in your computer system while students are completing the test, it will
not be possible to re-enter the test at the point at which the failure occurred. If students
have fully completed a section of the test and a computer failure occurs, they will be able
to recommence the test at the section after the one they have completed. If students
complete the test and responses are stored (that is, they have clicked the End Test button)
and then the system fails, it will be possible to retrieve responses and reports from the GL
Assessment back-up server.

NGRT Group Report for Teachers

A Group Report for Teachers will be available after testing and is made up of the following
sections:

¢ Overview
This is a short introduction which describes the test content and how the test works. This
will be useful when sharing reports with colleagues who may not be familiar with NGRT.

e  Why use NGRT?
Again, this is a short section setting out the main uses of NGRT.

* Relationship between NGRT scores
This comprises a simple diagram showing how standard age scores (SAS), stanine scores
and national percentile ranks relate to each other.

* Example results

This page shows an annotated version of the group report table with a glossary of terms
used.

Example results
The Standard Age Score [8AS) is the most important The stanine places The Group Rank Performance on a test like NGRT can be The NC reading level
piece of informalion derved from NGRT. The SAS the students score on | (GR) shows how each mfluenced by a number of factors and the 15 based on leacher
is based on the sludent’s raw scome which has been @ suahe ol 1 (low) o studurl has pesfornmed confidence Lands are an indicaton of U assussmenl colecied
adjusted for age and placed on a scale that makes a 9 (high) and cffers a in comparison o range within which a student’s scores lies. when the fest was
comparisen with a nationally representative zample of broad overviow of his thosa in the defined The narrower the band the more reliable the developed. Itie an
students of the same age across the LIK. The average ar her performance. group. The symbal = soore. 90% confidences bands are a very astimate of the level the
score s 100, The SAS i Key to benchmarking and represents joint ranking high level estimate. student has attained
rscking progress and is the Taiiest way W0 compane e wilh ree o muore other al e lirme NGRT was
performance of different students within a year group or sludents. administered
261088 yoar groups.
A T \ { T
PARINE: st s Bent) ot | e | R [ Resding ape connigence bands C reacing|  Stanine |
60 70 B0 50 100 110 120 130 140 | S o Lower Ugpar o 5C PC
[EE] | o L3 [ 1 Vs TY06 .00 A3
10 | o [ 74 =13 () 11700 1310 4 [ [
1D ] [ 74 =¥ 1200 1100 110 4a [ [
10 = [ 7a =13 i 00 1110 an H
7 - 1 i (] G 1240 ) 1308 m 7 h
106 |- B 06 =17 12:03 10008 1309 43 5 [
we | | [ | [ o 17 [EL W [ a0 5
W ‘ ‘
A student's scores are only an estimate of their Ine National Percentile Rank (NPR) refates 1o ‘
ability on any one occasion as periormance the SAS and Indicates the percentage of students The reading age (or age To aliow Tor an easy companison
can be affecied by a number of factors. The obtaining any score. NPR of 50 is average. NPR ‘equivalent score) is the between a student's ability in
dot represents the student's SAS and the of 5 means that the student's score is within age ol which a score is Sentence Complation and Passage
harizontal line represents the confidence band. the lowest 5% of the national sample; NPR of most likely to bo achioved Comprahansion a stanine score is given
The biue shaded area shows the average 85 maans that the student’s score Is within he based on the national for both parts of NGRT. Agap of 2 or
SOONE range. highest 5% of te national sample. sample. mare stanines is highlighted in the report.
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¢ Group scores for sentence completion and passage comprehension

Scores for the pre-determined group include SAS, stanines, group rank and national
percentile rank. Importantly, this table highlights a gap of two or more stanines between the
Sentence Completion and Passage Comprehension parts of the test.

o s NGRT =i
School: Sample Secondary School
Group: 85T
Period of leating: 1202012 — 150002012 |Nc| of students: 20

Group Scores for Sentence Completion and Passage Comprehension (by SAS)

; A ot bust BAS (30% confldante bands) eesil &R =0 Reading 8o confidence bands |Mc reading Stanine’
cig it tyre:mthe) W e e e | SR eeding o w1 e e e

Joanna Brown 14:02 120 | — ] a1 1 170 170+ | 170+ HC ] [
Eradiny Gooper 13U ne | = v B @ 1 ww | e bA L] L]
Emma Dryden 140 17 e 7 87 E] 17.00 16:10 1704 A [ a
Falaia Maraunz 1200 | 114 [ —= 7 ] [ 180 w0 | a0 . 7 7
et | imer 1#11 m —— [] [t B 161 1812 1050 Bl [ r
Francesa Thomepsan 14:01 110 | —— [ 74 =5 1510 14:41 | 16:0 58 7 [
Samaniha Greaves 13:08 L] — & 74 - 16:6 1417 16:6 5C U 7

i Liavis. 1aus | W —— F 53 a 18 13 | 1801 an ] 8
Dominic Lyons 1307 99 f—— 5 48 ] 132 12:4 | 14:0 48 4 5

tam Semith 14:08 o8 [ — a 37 ® 132 i3 | 14:0 ?m
Cnaname Sems 1308 o3 — 4 32 11 10 111 1t 4G s a
Raobart Stuart 1307 [ [ I 4 Fo 12 "7 w0 | 124 4G 5 3
Jonny Phipps 1310 00 = 4 26 13 17 1040 12:4 AG

Poily 14:00 BB P 3 2 4 114 i 1 1z A 4 ]
James Walch 1310 B4 by 1 14 15 105 a9 11:1 A 4 3
Py King 1341 &1 i — 2 7] 18 b0 o2 | 1o a8 4 2
Hian Priichiarn 41 o8 — 1 z =17 o 2] 82z b 1 1
Owen Bryant oo | 69 F 1 2 =7 | s0 s0- | &0 w 1 B
Jahn Shepherd 1207 | e } 1 2 =17 B4 4:10 | 810 1C 1

oorge Frice 1401 [ [} [ [ 1 z =t wu o 1 (2 i 1 1

] W rox yishie appears o (e PC column, the Passage Comprahension section was omilled and the Phonics section i e

* Analysis by reading age
This shows the spread of reading age for the whole group and for males and females.

NGRT mm

School: Sample Secondary School
Group: 95T

Parlod of testing: 120032012 - 1503/2012 | No. of studarits: 20

Analysis by reading age equivalent band

NS | Eitorless | 700741 | BS0-841 | S00-041 | 10801041 | $100-1141 | 12001201 | 13004341 | 14008
All students 0 __!3’_" 15% 5% L % 5% 20% L 10% 40%
Malss 3 31 3% 1% o% o% 1 % % 1% 2%
Females 11 1310 o% % o% % % 7% % B 55%
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¢ Group scores for phonics
This shows raw scores by section for students who answered the phonics questions.

NGRT =

School. Sample Secondary School

Group: 85T

Parlod of testing: 12/03/2012 - 15032012

No. of students: 20

Group scores for Phonics (by overall score)

lahn Shapherd | 1507 4 5
{owen Bryant | 14:00 | 2 2 o 0

¢ Group demographic comparison with gender as the baseline
This compares the group’s score for each gender against all students as part of the group
average and the national average.

NGRT J

Sensat Sample Secondary School
Group; 96T
Pesod of leating. 12032012 - 15062012 [\ of studems: 20

Group demographic comparison

Gender analysis

— i -
| ™

AS Bludants 20 248 2 5% 0% | 20% L 15% 15%

P [l
e
12% %

Madas 2 J [ as0
Females Ly 1030

different from the national
average.

The spread of Stardad Age
Bcores for this group is not
significanthy different fram the
nalional average.

The mean Standart Age Scone
for Males in this group is
slignificantly below that of tha
Femalas i his group.

P of SuelE

B e

B romiea

Mt WM ® m w W T w w
 Natiomel _ S ", -3

| AR students s

Maes —

Famales | i
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This report focuses on results for an individual student. It opens with the sections:

*  Overview

*  Why use NGRT Digital?
* Relationship between NGRT Digital scores
which are very similar to those in the NGRT Digital Group report.

Example results are annotated.

Example results

idual fepo

The Standard Age Score (SAS) is the most
impulant prece of infor mation derives) fiom
NGRT Dighal. The SAS |s based on the student’s|
raw score which has been adjusted for both age
and the difficulty of the test taken and placed on
a scaln that makes a cnmparison with a
natisnally representative sample of studants of
the same age across the UK. The average score
is 100, The SAS is key lw benchirarking and
Iracking progress and Is the falrest way to
compare the perfcemance of different students
wthin @ year group of across year groups.

Performance on a test like NGRT
Drigeilent Gaan be influenoed by @ member
of ractors and the confldence band is |
an indication of the range within which |
a student's score lies. The narrower
tha hand tha more reliabla the scom
Thiz means that 00% confdence
bands are a very high level astimate.
The dol represents the student's SAS
and the horizontal kne represents the
confidence band. The yellow shaded
area shows the average score range.

The Reading Ability Scale is a
develuprment scake and can be
used 1o monitor a student's
reading abslity or development
over time. The values on the
srale ara from 0 0 500 - a
highat scale seore repiesonts a
highar reading ability level.

Thre reading abilily of a slugent
aged 6 years is around 200, for
age 9 years it is around 300
and for age 16 it is around 400.

The Stanine (5T) places the
sludenil's stul e un a stale ol 1
{low) 1o @ (nigh) and offers a
|broad overview: of his or her
petformance. In NGRT an overall|
stanine sonre is given and a
soparate stanine is ghen for
Sentence Completion and
Passage Conpehension,
allowing & COmparson 1o be
‘made of a student's attainment in|
bath parts (f they have been

NGRT =

administarad)

l | =" I

10’1[ 53

e

The Mational Percantile Rank (MPR) The Group Rank [(GR)
refates to the SAS and indicates the: shows how each student
ol ining any hias perfonmed in

parmcular scofe. NPR of 50 is average. comparnson 1o those in
NPR of 5 means that the student’s score the defined group. The
symbol = represents joint
ranking with one or more
other shudents.

| The Reading Age is based on the student's raw
iscore and is an estimate based on the age at which
suth @ raw souie is most likely W be achieved. In
|NGRT Digitat, students can gemonstrate high
(reading ages as the spread of the test content is for
|students up to the age of 16. The paper tests,
|which are administered in discrete lavels, allowa
‘reading age to be demonstrated that is only just
ibmnat age range of cach level of test

NE Reading Level is
the estimated level of
allairmmessl in reading
for the student at the
time of the test. These
levels are for England
but may be useful in

other areas.

is within the lowest 5% of the national
sample; NPR of 85 means that the.
student's score is within the highest 5% of
the national sample.
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af individual report for teachers N G RT J

Example results
In the first graph the grey line indicates the ability the student | The Question difficulty and the Reading ability scale use the same metric
demonstrates at the end of the Sentence Completion section {which ie arbitrary ard relates to NGRT Dygital only) 5o that a direct
and In the secand graph for bath Sentence GCompletion and comparisen can be made beb the level of questions administered and the
Passage Comprehension combined. ability dermonstiated by Ue studenl
560 660
525 535
son 500
ars ars
Question 450 450 Reading
almeuny P A28 Aty
400 it seale
e ) . - - 76
a0 * b 380
525 . - - - » . '3 L B ]
L B e e e e = e e e e
ars Al 7
280 260 | Awsrsos mbitty
225 228 Shcivot gl
200 200 | Ben Brown
175 175
160 180
125 128
100 100
5 75
L L
25 Fil
L] o
1 2 3 4 § 8 7 ] 9 10 il 12 13 14 15
———
Questions
Questions - in Sentence Completion each student | The dats on the graph are green | The pink dotted line shows the
attempts 15 questions. In Passage Comprehension each {for comrect and red for incorrect average ability for a student of the
stucdent attempls one, two or three passages. | same age as the student in the
4 raport

The NGRT Digital Individual report for teachers offers an analysis of responses to both the
sentence completion and passage comprehension parts of the test and an analysis of the
types of comprehension questions achieved by each student.
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NGAT Digiial individual import for teachess N E RT J

Kama: Jack Britem

Senool: Test Primary Schosl

Growp- ¥2
Cate of 1est 21022012 Form:- A Age 704 Sex hale

Scores

Jach's scores for both senfence complelion and passage comprehension are above average  This means

that he has demonsiraied good attainment in the resding skils fesbed by J'uGRTDogJ!‘aa’ Jack wall be anlke ta
read and understand a range of texts that are targeted ai students who are ofder and so the appropriate level of
chatienge needs I be inlegraled inle wark he underlakes where reading s a significant element

Analysis of responses (Sentence Completion)

L] LL)
A am

500 530

Quastion Lr s Raading
dfficuilty  am s Abiy

a2 e scale
L )

s « & ® w3

nn e Py

T . 1

200 * e 30

s s

[ J) T e s - R - &=

| e g E

L] 178

w 150

= ]

L] 100

el ™

= =

] %

[ ——— _———— —

{ ] 3 a d & 8 T L] 8§ W oM o2 N W
‘Csmnblas,

The page above shows the full set of scores and a graphical representation of the results
from the sentence completion part of the test.

All questions have been put onto a scale representing the difficulty of each question and
the same scale has been used to establish the reading ability level of an average student
at any given age. Thereby, a student begins the sentence completion test with a question
that is slightly below the difficulty level that would match the age-related reading ability
level. This is shown on the graphic about as ‘Question difficulty’ and ‘Reading Ability scale’.

The test adjusts quickly to present questions of either increasing or decreasing difficulty
depending on whether the student answers correctly or incorrectly.

At the end of this part of the test, the student’s reading ability is recalculated and this new
Reading Ability Scale score determines which part of the NGRT Digital will be administered
next.
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The page above shows the graphical representation of responses to the passage
comprehension part of the test. The same ‘Question difficulty’ and ‘Reading Ability scale’
have been used. In this part of the test, students must read and complete each passage
before moving onto the next one; that is, the passages are not adaptive. However, after
the initial passage, the student’s reading ability is re-calculated and an appropriate next
passage is administered.

Comprehension questions have been classified and an analysis of which questions have
been achieved by the student is shown in the table.

Finally, this report includes a short narrative which will highlight the need, if any, for further
assessment and recommend an appropriate next step.
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Where students have been administered the Phonics part of NGRT Digital, these scores
are given in a table with a short narrative which takes into account both the age of the
student and the test results.
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Comparing students’ performance on sentence completion
and passage comprehension

NGRT provides a standard age score derived from the test as a whole which gives the
most accurate and reliable indication of a student’s reading ability. However, it is possible to
look at sub-scale scores for each section of the test in order to determine if students have
particular areas of strength or areas for further development in their reading skills.

The scores for the sub-scales are presented using stanines rather than standard age
scores. Stanines minimise the over interpretation of small, insignificant differences among
test scores. As a rough guide, if the sub-scale stanines are the same or differ by one, this
indicates similar performance on the two sub-scales. If the stanine score differs by two or
more, it may be an indication of significantly different performance on the two sections of
the test.

Therefore it is important to recognise that any significant differences in the two
subscale scores may only be indicative of a difference in performance and would
benefit from further investigation. For example the Suffolk Reading Scale (SRS) could
be used to confirm students reading ability at sentence level and the York Assessment
of Reading Comprehension (YARC) could be used to confirm their ability in reading
comprehension.
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Sentence completion

The sentence completion section of the NGRT assesses students’ reading skills at
sentence level. These skills are slightly different from those used when reading a whole
text and answering retrieval and inferential questions about that text. In the sentence
completion questions students have much less contextual information to use in order to
determine the missing word. Therefore students who rely heavily on contextual cues to
draw even simple inferences may score less well on this section of the NGRT. The lack of
contextual cues will mean that students have to rely more heavily on their word knowledge
(vocabulary) in order to successfully answer the more difficult sentence completion
questions where the vocabulary may be considered challenging for students in that age
range. Therefore students with a more extensive vocabulary may perform better on the
sentence completion questions.

In sentence completion questions the students also need to rely more heavily on syntactic
cues (the structure of a sentence) and their own knowledge of grammatical features when
deciding which of the five possible options best completes the sentence. Some of the
distracters that are used in the sentence completion questions have been chosen as they
are semantically (in meaning) or graphically (in written form) similar to the target word;
however using any of these distracters would make the sentence grammatically incorrect.
Therefore the student is required to read both the sentence and all five of the answer
options very closely in order to determine the correct answer.

Although students need to be able to make single local inferences in order to answer

the sentence completion questions they do not need to employ any of the more complex
global inferencing skills required in the passage completion section of the test. Therefore
a student who has difficulty understanding longer texts or making complex inferences may
perform significantly better on the sentence completion section of the NGRT.

Passage comprehension

In the passage comprehension section students need to use a variety of reading skills to
read up to three passages and answer a number of questions on each passage. In reading
and answering the texts students are expected to make global as well as local inferences.
Each text is accompanied by a range of question types including:

»  Context comprehension

* Retrieval

» Inference and deduction

* Organisation of texts

»  Writer’s use of language

»  Writer’s purpose and viewpoints

»  Social, cultural and historic tradition.

The scores students obtain on this section of the test are influenced by their ability across a
wide range of reading skills. Students who are very good at decoding but poor at inference
and deduction may obtain a significantly lower stanine score on this section of the test.

The maijority of students will achieve scores that are within one or two stanines: for
example 2:3 or 7:6 and for exceptionally good readers 9:8 or 7:9. It is likely that just a small
number of students will need additional investigation as indicated above but this aspect of
NGRT now enables screening and progress tracking for large groups of students and more
meaningful individual profiling from a single test.
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Testwise Technical Support Team

If you have any problems using Testwise, email the Testwise Technical Support Team at
support@gl-assessment.co.uk.

You can view our full Testwise Support Services on our website:

https://support.gl-assessment.co.uk/testwise/
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